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CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MARR, XO, AS, US 

SUB J : IMMEDIATE REACTION IN AUSTRALIAN PRESS TO AD HOC COMMITTEE 
REPORT ON INDIAN OCEAN 

REF: STATE 100019 

1. THE MAY 16 EDITION OF DAILY NEWSPAPER AUSTRALIAN CONTAINS FEATURE 

ARTICLE AND EDITORIAL ON UN AD HOC COMMITTEE'S REPORT ON 

INDIAN OCEAN. THE AUSTRALIAN IS OFTEN FIRST NATIONALLY CIRCULATED 

NEWSPAPER TO BREAK SIMILAR STORIES IN FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND 

DEFENSE MATTERS AND IT CAN BE EXPECTED THAT OTHER MAIOR AUSTRALIAN 

DAILIES WILL HAVE SIMILAR STORIES IN NEAR FUTURE PERHAPS WITH 
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2. FEATURE ARTICLE IN AUSTRALIAN COVERS ALMOST HALF OF INSIDE PAGE 
IN NEWSPAPER. MAIN THRUST OF ARTICLE IS ACCEPTANCE OF UN REPORTS 
CONCLUSION THAT ESTABLISHMENT OF NORTHWEST CAPE STATION IN 

1967 "TRIGGERED" SOVIET INTEREST IN DEPLOYING ITS NAVAL FORCES 
TO OCEAN AND IN EFFECT BEGAN THE TREND TOWARD BOTH MAIOR POWERS 
DEPLOYING NAVAL VESSELS THERE IN RECENT YEARS. ARTICLE ALSO STATES 
THAT U.S. NAVAL FORCES HAVE SUPERIOR SUPPORT FACILITIES IN THE 
OCEAN AND MENTIONED UPGRADING OF DIEGO GARCIA AS SPECIFIC 
INDICATION THAT U.S. MEANS TO MAINTAIN A NAVAL PRESENCE EVEN ON 
INTERMITTENT BASIS AS SUGGESTED RECENTLY BY DEFENSE SECRETARY 
SCHLESINGER. ARTICLE MENTIONS THE INSTALLATION OF PERMANENT 
MOORING BOUYS "ALONG THE EAST AFRICAN COAST, IN THE SEYCHELLES 
AND EAST OF DURBAN" BY SOVIET UNION. IT ALSO NOTES THAT RUSSIAN 
VESSELS HAVE BEEN SEEN AT UMM QASR AND IRAQI NAVAL PORT AND THAT 
RUSSIANS MAY ALSO HAVE AIR AND PORT FACILITIES IN ADEN. IN SUM, 

THE REPORT STATES THAT THE NAVAL BUILDUP IN THE INDIAN OCEAN 
IS A CASE OF SOVIET UNION RESPONDING TO U.S. INITIATIVE IN ESTABLISH- 
ING NORTHWEST CAPE STATION AND U.S. PLANS TO UPGRADE FACILITY AT 
DIEGO GARCIA. 

3. EDITORIAL IN AUSTRALIAN REPEATS ALLEGATION IN THE ARTICLE WITH 
RESPECT TO U.S. INITIATING NAVAL BUILDUP IN INDIAN OCEAN. 

EDITORIAL SUGGESTS THAT SOVIET UNION "FELT OBLIGED" TO TAKE 
APPROPRIATE COUNTER-ACTION ESPECIALLY OF AN ANTI-SUBMARINE 
CAPABILITY. THERE IS MENTION ALSO OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF PINE 
GAP AND DIEGO GARCIA AS PART OF A "U.S. EXTRA-TERRITORIAL MILITARY 
GRID" WHICH WOULD BE SUPPLEMENTED IF AN OMEGA STATION IS 
ESTABLISHED IN AUSTRALIA. WHAT BALANCE THERE IS IN THE EDITORIAL 
IS RESERVED FOR MAKING POINT THAT SINCE AMERICAN AND RUSSIAN 
NAVAL VESSELS ARE NOT "SQUARING OFF" AGAINST EACH OTHER IN THE 
INDIAN OCEAN, INCREASED PRESENCE OF RUSSIAN WARSHIPS IN THIS 
OCEAN NEED NOT BE CAUSE FOR GENERAL AUSTRALIAN ALARM. 

4. COMMENT: THE AUSTRALIAN'S REPUTATION FOR EARLY-OFF-THE-MARK 
REPORTING AND FOR PSEUDO-SENSATIONAL COPY IS NOT DIMINISHED 
BY ITS REPORT AND EDITORIAL ON THE AD HOC COMMITTEE'S REPORT. 

TO SUGGEST THAT ESTABLISHMENT OF NORTHWEST CAPE STATION WAS 
THE BEGINNING OF A NAVAL BUILDUP IN THE INDIAN OCEAN IS TO STRAIN 
CREDIBILITY. FACT THAT RELEASE OF UN REPORT HAS REACHED AUSTRALIAN 
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PAPERS IN SUCH SHORT PERIOD OF TIME SUGGESTS THAT USG FACES 
CONSIDERABLE DIFFICULTIES AHEAD IN OBTAINING AUSTRALIAN AGREEMENT 
TO WHOLE RANGE OF PROPOSALS INCLUDING OMEGA STATION, BAKER-NUNN 
CAMERA STATION, HOME PORTING, AND VISITS TO AUSTRALIA OF NUCLEAR- 
POWERED WARSHIPS. TO FOLLOW THE LOGIC OF THE AUSTRALIAN 
REPORTING ON THE INDIAN OCEAN, ANY ONE OF THE FOREGOING PROPOSALS, 
IF ACCEPTED, COULD BE CONSIDERED TO BE AN ESCALATION IN MILITARY 
TERMS OF U.S. PRESENCE IN THIS PART OF THE WORLD. 
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